*    BISHOPS  AND PARSONS    *

Yet a veteran reformer like Sydney Smith maintained
that the revenues of the Church ought not to be more
suitably divided, for without the big prizes there would
be no inducement to enter the Church.

Yet the life of the country parson was pleasant enough.
Many of them, like the Reverend Dr. Folliott, were
sound scholars? though fond of the good things of the
table. Then there were the sporting parsons, who were
apt to be clergymen on Sundays and sportsmen the rest
of the week. This type was very often a 'squarson' pos-
sessed of private means as well as a comfortable living,
performing the functions of squire and on Sundays
donning the ecclesiastical white neckcloth and black
coat. Sometimes, of course, one half of the dual role
submerged the other to such an extent that grave
scandals occurred. Absenteeism, of which the worst
forms had begun to be checked, sometimes left whole
parishes in a stage of heathenism.

'When I began to thump the cushion of my pulpit,
on first coming to Foston, as is my wont when I preach,
the accumulated dust of a hundred and fifty years made
such a cloud that for some minutes I lost sight of my
congregation/ wrote Sydney Smith.

Even this might be preferable to what was apt to
occur in,remote country livings, in the days before easy
travelling existed. Here drunkenness was only too com-
mon, and the babies might have to wait for baptism,
or even the dead for burial, till the parson was fit to
officiate.

But we have only to read Sydney Smith's account of
life in a remote country living to realise how a less
buoyant personality might have lapsed into living in
hopeless squalor:
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